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Marcus: Concert Band Raises Money for Hospice House

CONCERT BAND
RAISES MONEY FOR
HOSPICE HOUSE

Campus Kudos
NEWS

Dordt has been ranked the top Iowa
college by U.S. News & World Report
for the second consecutive year.
Dordt also ranked second on the list
of most innovative regional colleges
in the Midwest as well as sixth on
the “2019 Regional Universities—
Midwest” list.

I

In May, agriculture majors Rachel
(Limmex) Postman and Brianna
Evans presented at the Conference
on Innovation in Agriculture
Education in Port-au-Prince, Haiti.
Their presentation was titled
"Two-Day Educational Haitian
Goat Management and Production
Workshop."

The students stayed two nights with
members of the Reformed church
and enjoyed each other’s company
immensely, even though the Hungarians
spoke little English and the students
spoke even less Hungarian.
“With our host, a translator, and a little
help from Google Translate, we were
able to share many moments of laughter
and hold short conversations,” says
junior nursing major Alexa DeRuyter.

Chemistry major Marcus Van
Engen was awarded a travel grant
from the Peptide Therapeutics
Symposium in La Jolla, California,
in October. Van Engen delivered a
poster presentation titled “Using
N-linked Glycosylation to Stabilize
Bivalirudin.”

But it was the faith that students and
their Hungarian host families shared
that created a special bond that became
evident during the band’s performances
on the Sunday and Monday of Pentecost.
Band members also shared in the work
of the Hungarian church; their concerts
helped raise funds for Majosházai
Hospice House, which opened in
September 2018 in Majoshaza, Pest,
Hungary. The hospice house offers a
comfortable and peaceful environment
where terminally ill people can live out
their final days. Majosházai Hospice
House serves cancer patients from
20 towns and villages located in the
Ráckeve and Szigetszentmiklós districts
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While in Germany, Austria, and Hungary,
students had a chance to explore and learn
about cultural and historical landmarks.

outside of Budapest.
“Hospice care is sometimes a difficult
concept to understand, but it plays
an important role in healthcare,” says
DeRuyter. “It is one area of nursing that
I can foresee becoming involved with
as a nurse. I know that many people
will be blessed by this facility, and I was
thankful that our concerts could benefit
such a powerful cause.”
LYDIA MARCUS (’17)

PHOTO SUBMITTED

This past summer, Tara Tilstra, a
civil and structural engineering
major, had the opportunity to
intern with Hastings + Chivetta
(H+C), an architecture, engineering,
and planning firm based out of St.
Louis, Missouri. At H + C, Tilstra
made 3D models of buildings and
rooms, color-coded floor plans, and
made realistic renderings of future
buildings.
Dordt has received a grant of
$24,945 from the Council of
Independent Colleges and Lilly
Endowment. These funds will allow
Dordt to dig deeper into vocational
discernment, particularly through
the use of the StrengthsFinder tool.

PHOTO SUBMITTED

n the spring of 2018, 47 members
of Dordt’s concert band performed
two concerts in a Hungarian Reformed
church as part of the band’s 10-day,
seven-concert tour of three countries
rich in musical history—Germany, Austria,
and Hungary.

The National Association of
Intercollegiate Athletics (NAIA)
recognized 16 Dordt teams as
Scholar-Teams. NAIA Scholar-Teams
must maintain a minimum 3.0 GPA
for the entire school year.

Following the performance, members of the community gave students a tour of the
hospice house, which was still under construction at the time.
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